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BOeToN HISBaie CHAMIER OF COMMBRCS




July 12, 2006

The Honorable John Culberson

U. S. House of Representative - District 7

10000 Memorial, Ste. 620

Houston, TX  77024-3490

Re:  2007 Labor, Health, Human Services & Education Appropriation’s Bill Amendment 

Dear Congressman Culberson:

The Houston Hispanic Chamber of Commerce is a 501(c)(6) organization that represents well over 1200 business owners and members.  Its mission is to be the catalyst in the growth of Houston by empowering the Hispanic community to excel in the economic mainstream.  As such, the Chamber works with several partnerships such as the Minority Business Development Center, the Small Business Administration, the Urban Business Initiative and our area Universities to provide effective business resources for our members.  

As you are well aware, the Harris County region has had a significant demographic transformation in population with the Hispanic population growing from 22.7% in 1990 to 33.0% in the year 2000 (Source: The Houston Area Survey from Stephen L. Klineberg, 2005. Public Perceptions in Remarkable Times: Tracking Change through 24 years of Houston Surveys).  In Houston, this growth has been even greater.  While this particular segment of the population has increased, there are many major issues that it faces including the continued opportunities for businesses to grow and prosper.  This carries the added burden of increasing the educational opportunities for its residents to provide the needed workforce in the future.  As succinctly articulated by Prof. Klineberg, “Houstonians of any ethnicity who do not have college degrees or high levels of technical training have little chance to succeed in today’s economy.”  These concerns brought our Board to unanimously pass a board resolution on March 31, 2006 entitled “College for All” (see attached).  Based upon the major edicts of this resolution, your recent amendment to the 2007 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education appropriations bill is of great concern to our organization.  

As you know, in 2001, the Texas Legislature, passed legislation that allows immigrants to pay in-state tuition at public universities under certain circumstances.  Eligible students must graduate from a Texas high school, lived in the state for three years, and promise to seek residency when they are eligible.  Your amendment will block federal funds from covering in-state tuition for undocumented immigrants enrolled at public universities.  The amendment will make college less accessible and less affordable for Hispanic children across the State of Texas and compromise the intent of our resolution to provide college opportunities to our children.  Simply put, your amendment will create unnecessary obstacles for thousands of ambitious, entrepreneurial, capable and hard-working Texas kids’ dreams of pursuing a college degree.

As entrepreneurs, professionals and residents of this great State of Texas, it would be derelict of us not to inform you, as a member of the US Congress from our area and public servant of the people, of our opposition to such short sighted legislation.  It is also incumbent upon us to seek ways to resolve the concerns that you might have other than to stop federal funding to our universities and colleges.  We welcome dialogue with you and your staff to find out what we might be able to do to lend our input, expertise and knowledge to the issue.

Please feel free to contact the undersigned at (713) 520-1064.
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Sincerely,

Edgardo Colón

Chairman of the Board

cc:  Office of the President of the United States, the Honorable George W. Bush

The Honorable Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison

The Honorable Senator John Cornyn

The Honorable Al Green

The Honorable Gene Green
The Honorable Sheila Jackson Lee

The Honorable Ted Poe
Harris County Judge, the Honorable Robert Eckels

Mayor of the City of Houston, the Honorable Bill White

